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Introduction 

The following is a guide to transitioning from a sport pilot certificate (or a sport pilot student in training) to a 
private pilot. This guide will also cover a student in private pilot training to utilize the private pilot training to 
obtain a sport pilot certificate. We will cover the different transitions individually and how the Private Pilot 
lesson plans in this guide are incorporated into the “Sport Pilot Training Syllabus”.   
 
Differences in sport pilot and  private pilot. 
 
Sport Pilots are limited to flying light sport aircraft, no night flying, and no flying above 10,000 feet MSL. 
Training and requirements for the Sport Pilot Certificate do not include flight at towered airports, but sport pilots 
can fly into towered controlled airports with the additional training and endorsements. 
 
There is no difference in the piloting ability (stick and rudder skills) between a sport pilot and private pilot. The 
standards are the same. 
 
However, sport pilots are not required to have training in a number of areas which reduces the minimum 
required training time by half. This is an overview from the knowledge test questions and the Practical Test 
Standards (Checkride) of the additional subjects the private pilot must be trained and tested: 

• Night flight with night cross country training 
• Instrument flight training 
• Radio navigation (VOR, DME, etc) 
• Communications and operations at tower controlled airports (however, sport pilots can obtain this 

training and privileges, but this is in addition to the minimum sport pilot requirements) 
 
Sport pilot to private pilot transition overview 
 
Many pilots want to obtain their sport pilot certificate first and may or may not want to go on to private pilot 
because one or more of these typical/common reasons: 

• They do not want to hassle with the FAA medical examination or risk not passing it, essentially ending 
their flying dream 

• They want to get their FAA pilot certificate in half the time and half the cost. 
• They have no need nor desire for flying at night or above 10,000 feet 
• Their aircraft is not equipped with IFR instruments or they do not intend on flying by instruments 
• They plan on using a GPS rather than old and more difficult VOR/DME radio navigation systems 
• They do not want to fly into busy airports and/or want the stress/learning required to talk with a control 

tower  
 
However, for those pilots who obtained their sport pilot certificate first and want to continue on to private pilot, 
all the dual training and solo hours count towards the private pilot certificate. The experience of taking the 
knowledge test, flying as pilot in command (PIC), and taking a sport pilot checkride make the private pilot step 
much easier. Typically, less additional dual training hours are needed, above the minimum requirements, for 
the private pilot since the sport pilot has been operating as a certificated sport pilot.  
 
To upgrade from a sport to a private pilot, the sport pilot is trained by a qualified private pilot CFI following the 
lesson plans provided in this guide, study and take the private pilot knowledge test, and take a checkride with 
an FAA Private pilot examiner. There is no additional cost to becoming a sport pilot first except the sport pilot 
knowledge test and the sport pilot checkride, both which are stepping stones to building knowledge and 
experience to private pilot knowledge, skill and requirements. 
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Sport pilot student who decides to go directly to the private pilot license 
    (and private pilots using the sport pilot HPTS to train directly for private pilot) 
 
This sport/private pilot transition guide can be used to train from the ground up directly for private pilot using 
the Hamilton Pilot Training System (HPTS) “Sport Pilot Training Syllabus”. The airspace endorsement (HPTS 
Sport Pilot Training Syllabus - module 20) lesson and additional private pilot lesson plans listed in this guide 
are the additional training required:  

1. Private pilot “Instrument training lesson plan module PP1” is integrated into “Stage 2 Flight Maneuvers 
and Aeronautical Knowledge to Solo”  

2. Private Pilot “Radio navigation lesson plan module PP2” is integrated into “Stage 3 Student pilot – 
Regulations – Cross Country”.  

3. Private Pilot “Night Flight lesson plan module PP3 also added to  “Stage 3 Student pilot – Regulations 
– Cross Country”. 

4. Airspace endorsement is also integrated into the “Stage 3 Student pilot – Regulations – Cross 
Country”.  

5. Private pilot knowledge Module PP4 and practical tests private module PP5 simply replace the sport 
pilot “Stage 4 Test Preparation”.   

 
It must be understood that the order of the syllabus lesson plans may be rearranged by the instructor 
depending on the airspace the training takes place, the weather conditions, the instructor/student schedule, or 
any other reason the instructor feels better for the student.  
 
Private student transitioning to Sport Pilot Certificate 
Many students who have been training for private pilot can easily use their hours and obtain a sport pilot 
certificate. All hours in any aircraft count towards a sport pilot certificate but the checkride must be taken in a 
Light-sport aircraft. It must be understood that any sport pilot applicant should fly a LSA before taking a 
checkride in it because they have unique flying characteristics and the applicant must be familiar before taking 
a checkride in any unfamiliar aircraft. 
 
If the student wants to solo an aircraft that is not a LSA, an FAA third class medical/student  certificate must be 
obtained to fly the standard category/non LSA aircraft. 
 
Typically, the first phases of training for private is the same as the first training for sport because the more 
difficult night cross country training, instrument training, radio navigation, high altitude use of oxygen, and 
communications/operations at tower controlled airports is generally not accomplished at the beginning of the 
private pilot training (note: If training is conducted at a towered airport, towered communications is normally 
started early in the training process) . 
 
For a private pilot student to obtain a sport pilot certificate the student must take the sport pilot knowledge test 
which is much simpler than the private pilot knowledge test, meet the minimum hour requirements in 14 CFR 
61.313, but take a checkride in a light-sport aircraft. 
 
Sport pilot transitioning to private pilot additional lesson plans are:  
Tower Controlled Airspace - in Sport pilot Training Syllabus Module 20 page 56 (this is not required if student 

or sport pilot has the airspace endorsement) 
Instrument training – Private pilot module 1 
Radio navigation – Private pilot module 2 
Night flight with night cross country training – Private pilot module 3 
Private pilot knowledge test preparation – Private pilot module 4 
Private pilot checkride preparation - Private pilot module 5 
 
It must be understood that if any pilot is transitioning from a sport pilot certificate to a private pilot 
certificate that all homework, ground school and flight proficiency from the Sport Pilot Training 
Syllabus must be accomplished prior to these lesson plans because it is a prerequisite for the private 
pilot additional materials presented here. 
 



Sport Pilot/Private Pilot Transition Guide                                                  Sport Pilot Training Syllabus Supplement 
 

Hamilton Pilot Training System (HPTS­TS­PVT)v1                           © Paul Hamilton 2007    Page 4 
 

Training Materials 
 
Many of the training materials are interchangeable between the sport pilot and the private pilot accept the 
knowledge and practical test materials. 
 
Here are the additional training materials required for the transitions: 
 
Sport pilot license to private pilot license 
 
Additional materials required are: 

o This Sport/Private pilot transition guide/syllabus. 
o Knowledge test preparation which can be any one or combination of the following: 

o Private Pilot Test Prep book  
o Private pilot Prepware (CD) 
o Private pilot Virtual test Prep (which includes the book) 

o Checkride preparation need both   
o Private Pilot Oral exam guide 
o Private Pilot Practical test Standards 

 
Sport pilot student directly to private pilot license 
 

o Use this /Private pilot transition guide/syllabus. 
o Replace the sport pilot knowledge test prep with the private pilot knowledge test prep 

o Private Pilot Test Prep book  
o Private pilot Prepware (CD) 
o Private pilot Virtual test Prep (which includes the book) 

o Optional materials recommended for checkride 
o The Sport Pilot Checkride book is helpful because it covers the LSA requirements and it 

covers the flight portion of the checkride. The Checkride DVD covers what it is like to go 
through a checkride which is similar to the Private pilot checkride. 

o Additional materials required for the checkride are: 
o Private Pilot Oral exam guide 
o Private Pilot Practical test Standards 

 
Private pilot students transitioning to sport pilot 
 
Most of the Private Pilot training materials are applicable to the Sport Pilot except the training syllabus, and the 
knowledge and checkride test preparation materials.  The instructor can assign chapters that correlate with the 
sport pilot training syllabus with the existing materials and eliminate the 

• Night flight with night cross country training 
• Instrument flight training 
• Radio navigation (VOR, DME, etc) 
• Communications and operations at tower controlled airports (however, sport pilots can obtain this 

training and privileges but this is in addition to the minimum sport pilot requirements) 
Replace the private pilot test prep materials  

o Sport Pilot Test prep Book and the Sport Pilot Prepware (CD) 
o Sport Pilot Checkride Book and DVD 
o Sport Pilot Practical test standards  
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Minimum Course Hours Comparison for Sport and Private 

These course hours are for student/instructor guidance only and are presented as the minimum requirement 
for private pilot training requirements. Actual time is typically higher. 
Times listed with a plus X+ are not counted toward the minimum time required, but rather are additional times 
needed to meet the proficiency required for the Stage checks.  
 
Comparison of specific hours from Sport to Private  
 Sport Pilot  

minimums 
Private Pilot  
minimums 

Additional for  
Private Pilot 

 ---------------------------------------- Overall flight time ----------------------------- 
Total time 20 40 20 
Dual training 15 20 5 
Solo total 5 10 5 
Solo cross country No time/ but 75 NM  5 0 if obtained as SP 

 -------------------------------------- Additional tasks --------------------------------- 
Cross country 2 3 1 
Night 0 3 3 
Instruments 0 3 3 
Pre Practical 3 3 3 
 
Additional minimum suggested  time for private pilot 40 hours using this guide 
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  Sport pilot minimums 
  Minimum sport pilot times 15 5      
  Sport Pilot Airspace Endorsement or Private Pilot Training  

Edm  Airspace  3 3    1  
  Additional private pilot requirements 

PP1  Instrument 3     1  
PP2  Radio navigation 2     1  
PP3  Night flight 3      1  

  Cross country 0 3      
  Preparation To Pass FAA Knowledge and Practical Tests 

PP4  PTS Simulation (60 days prior) 2    Knowledge prep, Edm 1  
 Private Pilot Knowledge Test Taken (this can be accomplished before this time if student is ready)

PP5  PTS Simulation (60 days prior) 2 1   Private Pilot Oral  5  

  PTS Check, Edm 
PTS simulation as required 

X+    8710-11 
recommendation 1 

 

  Totals 28 12      
 Private Pilot Practical Test Taken  
 
*Edm =Endorsement.
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Private Pilot Module 1 - Instrument Flight  
 
PP Flight Lesson 1 – Instrument Flight. 
 
If a student is initially being trained as a private pilot rather than an add on to sport pilot certificate, this lesson 
should be started and completed during Stage 2 of the Sport Pilot Training syllabus. 
 
Objective: 
For the student to become proficient at flying solely by reference to flight instruments with the four basics of 
flight and unusual attitudes. 
 
Prerequisites:  
PP Ground lesson 1 should be completed before this flight lesson. 
 
Content: 
____ Straight and level flight solely by reference to instruments 
____ Turns to headings in level flight solely by reference to instruments 
____ Turns: 90, 180, 270 and 360 degrees and level flight solely by reference to instruments 
____ Constant airspeed climbs straight solely by reference to instruments 
____ Constant airspeed climbs to heading solely by reference to instruments 
____ Constant airspeed descents straight solely by reference to instruments 
____ Constant airspeed descents to heading solely by reference to instruments 
____ Recovery from unusual flight attitudes solely by reference to instruments 
 
Completion Standards:  
This lesson is complete when the student can fly under the hood using flight instruments as a sole reference. 
Flight operations requirements include: understanding the four basics of flight, and maintaining altitude within 
200 feet, airspeed +/- 20 knots, and heading within 20 degrees, while performing the maneuvers listed in the 
content of this module.  
 
Assignment for this lesson: 
Complete PP ground lesson before this flight lesson. 
 
Lesson Results: 
Date of completion ____________________ Instructor Signature/ID ______________________ 
 
Student Signature _________________________ Time flown ___________________________ 
 
Instructor remarks: 
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PP Ground Lesson 1 – Instrument Systems.  
 

Objective: 
For the student to have an understanding of the airplane’s instrument flight systems. 
 
Content: 
Gyroscopic flight instruments 
____ Gyroscopic principles 
____ Rigidity in space 
____ Precession 
____ Sources of power 
Flight instruments 
____ Turn indicators 
____ Turn-and-slip indicator 
____ Turn Coordinator 
____  Inclinometer 
____ Attitude indicator (climbing, level, descending, banking) 
____ Heading indicator 
 
 
Completion Standards: This lesson is complete when the student has successfully completed all reading and 
understands the systems listed in this lesson. 
 
Assignment for this lesson: 
Read Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge, Chapter 6 Page 6-9 starting with Gyroscopic Flight 
Instruments” through Page 6-14 to magnetic compass.   
  

 
Lesson Results: 
Date of completion ____________________ Instructor Signature/ID _________________________ 
 
Student Signature ________________________ Ground Time ____________________________ 
 
Instructor remarks: 
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Private Pilot Module 2 - Radio Navigation 
 
PP Flight Lesson 2 – Radio navigation. 
 
Objective: 
For the student to become familiar at performing radio navigation by using it for a cross country cross-country 
flight. 
 
Prerequisites: 
PP Ground lesson 2 must be completed before this flight lesson. 
 
Content: 
Review 
Cross-country planning 
____ Plotting course    ____ Flight log   ____ Weather   ____ Filing flight plan 
____ Flight computer   ____ Identify landmark checkpoints    ____ Alternate airport information 
Cross-country flight 
____ Use of flight log    
Use of VOR and DMR radio navigation 

____ Selects proper frequencies   ____ navigates to pre determined locations  
____ Follows verbal instructions as required   
____ Use of radar services  
____ Determines position from two separate VOR stations   

 
Scenario-based task for cross-country with hazards determined by instructor 

(instructor use Part 2 Appendix D of Sport Pilot Training Syllabus as guide to determine hazards) 
Pilot hazards ______________________________________________________ 
Aircraft hazards ____________________________________________________ 
Environment hazards ________________________________________________ 
Operation hazards __________________________________________________ 
____ Student determines risks  
____ Student determines course of action 

 
Completion Standards: 
This module is complete when the student performs a dual cross-country flight successfully using radio 
navigation and determining position from two separate VOR stations. The student is the sole manipulator of 
the controls and changes to the proper radio navigation and communication frequencies as required.   
 
Assignment for this Lesson: 
Use a Cross-Country Flight Planning worksheet to fill in the navigation log and flight plan for the assigned flight  
from _______________________________to _________ _________________________ to 
___________________________________. 
 
Lesson Results: 
Date of completion ________________  Instructor Signature/ID ___________________ 
 
Student Signature ______________________ Time flown ___________________________ 
 
Instructor remarks: 
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PP Ground Lesson 2 – Radio navigation  
 
Objective: 
For the student to understand the fundamentals of radio navigation.  
 
Content: 
Review 
____ Aeronautical charts    ____ Course    ____ Minimum safe altitude     ____ Altitude/flight level 
____ True airspeed     ____ Winds aloft forecast   ____ Ground track/ground speed 
____ Drift/wind correction angle 
____ True heading     ____ Magnetic heading accounting for variation and deviation 
____ Tracking error  ____ Latitude/longitude 
____ VFR cruise altitude    ____ Standard/local time  
Radio navigation fundamentals    
VOR Stations 
 VOR     
 ____ Range/Line of site 
 ____ Frequencies    _____Identifiers 
 ____ Course radials   _____To/from    ____Azimuth dial  ____ Course deviation/wind correction 
  DME 
 ____ VOR/DME     _____VORTAC   
 ____ Frequencies    _____Identifiers ____slant distance _____time 
 RNAV 
 ____VOR    
 ____En Route   ____Waypoint    
 ____Approach 
 ADF (automatic direction finder) 
 ____NDB  ____Class/distances 
  
 Completion Standards: 
This lesson is complete when the student has successfully read the assigned chapters and understands the 
items listed in this lesson. 
 
Assignment: 
Read Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge, Chapter 14 – Page 14-17 starting with “Radio Navigation” 
and read through page 14-24 to the Loran-C navigation. 
 
Lesson Results: 
Date of completion ________________ Instructor Signature/ID ___________________ 
 
Student Signature ______________________ Time flown ___________________________ 
 
Instructor remarks: 
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Private Pilot Module 3 - Night Flight 
 
PP Flight Lesson 3 – Night flight 
 
Objective: 
For the student to become proficient in maneuvers for night flight and obtain night flight training. 
 
Prerequisites: 
PP Ground lesson 3 Night flight must be completed before this flight leson. 
 
Content: 
Part 1:Night flight locally to obtain night experience 
____ Pre-flight   ____ Obtain weather, go/no go decision  ____ Normal/crosswind takeoff and departure 
Ground reference maneuvers 
  ____ Rectangular course   ____ S-turns   ____ Turns about a point   ____ Low approach 
____ Pattern work   ____ Airport communications    ____ Wake turbulence and collision avoidance 
____ Normal/crosswind approach and landing    ____ Post-flight procedures 
____ Be the sole manipulator of the controls for the entire flight with instructor demonstrating precision as 

required 
  

Part 2: Night Cross country flight training 
Cross-country planning  
____ Plotting course 150 NM total, 3 stops, straight line leg minimum 50 NM     
____ Flight log  ____ Filing flight plan 
____ Pre-flight   ____ Obtain weather, go/no go decision  
Cross-country flight 
____ Use of flight log   ____ Navigation with pilotage and dead reckoning    
____ Radio communications at new airport     ____ Landing at different airports 
____ 10 takeoffs and landings total (10 takeoffs and landings for night training total are required which can be 

done at any time and not just on this cross country flight)  
Scenario-based task for solo flight with hazards determined by instructor 

(instructor use Part 2 Appendix D of Sport Pilot Training Syllabus as guide to determine hazards) 
Pilot hazards ______________________________________________________ 
Aircraft hazards ____________________________________________________ 
Environment hazards ________________________________________________ 
Operation hazards __________________________________________________ 
____ Student determines risks    ____ Student determines course of action  

 
Completion Standards: 
Maneuvers listed in this lesson are performed and student has received night flying training requirements. 
 
Assignment for this lesson: 
Assemble night flying personal equipment, plot course and fill out flight planning log for night flight training. 
 
Lesson Results: 
Date of completion ________________ Instructor Signature/ID ___________________ 
 
Student Signature ______________________ Time flown ___________________________ 
 
Instructor remarks: 
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PP Ground Lesson 3 – Night flight. 
 
Objective: 
For the student to be understand night flight techniques. 
 
Content: 
Night Vision 
 ____ Rods/cones    
 ____ Empty-field myopia 
 ____ Peripheral vision verses center vision 
 ____ Adapting and maintaining to low light 
 ____ Night blind spot 
Night visual illusions 
 ____ Autokinesis 
 ____ False horizon 
 ____ Night Landing illusions 
Airport lighting 
 ____ Airport Beacons 
 ____ Approach light systems 
 Runway lighting 
  ____ Runway end identifier lighting    ____ Runway edge lights    ____ In runway lighting 
 ____ Control of airport lighting 
 ____Taxiway lights 
 Obstruction lights 
  ____ Red obstruction lights    ____High intensity white obstruction lights    ____Dual Lighting 
 
Completion Standards: 
Students reads assignment and understands above listed items. 
 
Assignment for this lesson: 
Read the Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge, Chapter 15 page 15-9 starting at “Vision in Flight” to 
the end of chapter. 
Read the Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge, Chapter 12 Page 12-5  starting at “Airport lighting” 
through page 12-8 up to “Wind Direction Indicators” 
 
 
Lesson Results: 
Date of completion ________________  Instructor Signature/ID ___________________ 
 
Student Signature ______________________ Time flown ___________________________ 
 
Instructor remarks: 
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Private Pilot Module 4 -- Checkride Simulation and Knowledge Test completion 
 
PP Flight Lesson 4 -- Practical Test Standards (Checkride) simulation.  
 
Objective: 
For the student to go through the flight portion of a mock practical test in preparation for the actual test.  
 
Content: 
Pre-flight procedures   
____ Pre-flight Inspection ____ Cockpit management ____Starting/Warm up 
____ Taxiing ____ Before takeoff check   
Airport operations 
____ Radio communications, light signals 
____ Traffic Patterns 
____ Airport Runway markings and lighting  
Takeoffs, landings, and go-arounds 
____ Normal Takeoffs ____ Normal Landings  ____ Go-arounds, rejected landings 
____ Crosswind takeoff and landings 
____ Short-field takeoffs and landings     ____Soft-field takeoffs and landings 
Performance Maneuvers 
____ Steep Turns 
Ground reference maneuvers  
____ Rectangular Course____ S-turns____ Turns about a point 
Navigation  
____ Pilotage ____Diversion ____Lost Procedures  ____ Radio navigation 
Slow flight and stalls  
____ Maneuvering during slow flight    ____ Power-off stalls ____ Power-on stalls 
Basic Instrument maneuvers 
____ Straight and level   ____Constant airspeed climbs   ____Constant airspeed descents 
____ Turns to headings  ____Recovery from unusual attitudes   
 ____ Radio comm., navigation/facilities, radar services 
Emergency operations 
____ Emergency approach and landing   ____ Systems and equipment malfunctions 
____ Emergency equipment and survival gear 

 Post-flight procedures 
 ____ After landing, parking, and securing 

 
Completion Standards: 
Student performs all maneuvers to 90% passing of PTS tolerances. 
 
Assignment for this Lesson: 
Read the Private Pilot Practical Test Standards Introduction and required TASKS. Read the “Private Pilot Oral 
exam guide” book and watch the “Sport Pilot Checkride DVD”. 
 
Lesson Results: 
Date of completion ________________  Instructor Signature/ID ___________________ 
 
Student Signature ______________________ Time flown ___________________________ 
 
Instructor remarks: 
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PP Ground Lesson 4 – Private Pilot Knowledge Test 
 
Objective: 
Prepare and pass the private pilot knowledge test and obtain endorsement for missed questions. 
 
Content: 
____ Regulations 
____ Weather and weather services 
____ Flight physiology 
____ Basic Aerodynamics - Aircraft performance – Ignition and electrical systems 
____ Airports and airspace 
____ Flight procedures 
____ Cross-country 
____ Obtain endorsement for private pilot knowledge test in logbook or get self directed endorsement with 

Prepware or www.prepware.com 
Written Private Pilot Knowledge test endorsement  §§ 61.35(a) (1) and 61.105:  
I certify that (First name, MI, Last name) has received the required training of § 61.105. I have 
determined that he/she is prepared for the (category and class) Private Pilot knowledge test.  
J. J. Jones, 12-25-2004 J. J. Jones 610610CFI exp 12-06 

 
____ Take and pass the Private pilot Knowledge test 
 
____ Instructors goes over missed knowledge test questions and reconciles to 100% 
____ Instructor provides Knowledge test endorsement that missed questions have been reconciled on 

knowledge test document or in logbook. 
Private Pilot Knowledge test deficiencies reconciliation 
I certify that (First name, MI, Last name) has received the required training and demonstrated 
satisfactory knowledge of deficient areas from the Private Pilot knowledge test as required per §§ 
61.39 for the practical test. 
 J. J. Jones, 12-25-2004 J. J. Jones 610610CFI 12-06 

 
Completion standards: 
Take and pass the private pilot knowledge test with missed questions reconciliation endorsement.  
 
Assignment for this lesson: 

• Self-directed study by student with industry test prep materials (Private Pilot Test Prep book and/or 
Prepware computer study course or equivalent). 

• A private pilot test prep class, or 
• Instructor training/class covering the private pilot knowledge and test prep. 
• Score at least 90% with the Private Pilot Prepware simulated Knowledge test 

 
Lesson Results: 
Date of completion ________________ Instructor Signature/ID ___________________ 
 
Student Signature ______________________  
 
Instructor remarks: 
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Private Pilot Module 5 -- Practical Test 
 
PP Practical test Simulation  
 
Objective: 
For the student to complete a oral and flight mock practical test and identify any areas needing work. 
 
Content: 
Oral exam 
____ Certificates and documents   ____ Airworthiness requirements   ____ Weather information  
____ Cross-country flight planning  ____ National airspace system ____ Operation of systems  
____ Aeromedical Factors ____ Performance and limitations  ____ Principles of flight    
____ Spin awareness  ____ Night Operations 
Flight Exam 
Pre-Flight procedures   
____ Pre-flight Inspection ____ Cockpit management  ____Starting/Warm up  ____ Taxiing  
____ Before takeoff check   
Airport operations 
____ Radio communications, light signals   ____ Traffic patterns ____ Airport runway markings and lighting  
Takeoffs, landings, and go-arounds 
____ Normal takeoffs  ____ Normal landings ____ Go-arounds and rejected landings 
____ Crosswind takeoffs and landings  ____ Short and Soft-field takeoffs and landings  
Performance maneuvers 
____ Steep turns    
Ground reference maneuvers  
____ Rectangular course ____ S –turns  ____Turns around a point 
Navigation  
____ Pilotage and dead reckoning ____Diversion ____Lost procedures 
Slow flight and stalls  
____ Maneuvering during slow flight    ____ Power-off stalls   ____ Power-on Stalls 
Basic Instrument maneuvers 
____ Straight and level   ____Constant airspeed climbs   ____Constant airspeed descents 
____ Turns to headings  ____Recovery from unusual attitudes   
 ____ Radio comm., navigation/facilities, radar services 
Emergency operations 
____ Emergency approach and landing     ____ Systems and equipment malfunctions 
____ Emergency equipment and survival gear 

 Post-flight procedures 
  ____ After landing, parking and securing 

 
Completion Standards: 
Student answer all oral questions and perform all flight maneuvers within PTS tolerances. 
 
Assignment for this lesson: 
Student flies solo and/or with instructor to master maneuvers and tolerances for flight portion of the practical 
test. Study areas needing work, cross reference questions to the FAR/AIM book, tab the FAR/AIM for quick 
reference, and prepare checklists to use for Practical Test. 
 
Lesson Results: 
Date of completion ________________ Instructor Signature/ID ___________________ 
 
Student Signature ______________________ Time flown ___________________________ 
  
Instructor remarks: 
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Private Pilot Final Stage Check for Practical Test 
 
Objective: 
Review aeronautical skill and knowledge to pass the practical test and get recommendation in logbook and on 
Form 8710-11 or 8710-1 for the Private pilot practical test, organize all paperwork in preparation for the 
practical test. 
 
Content: 
Aeronautical Knowledge 
____ Certificates and documents     ____ Airworthiness requirements     ____ Weather information             
____ Cross-country flight planning   ____ National airspace system         ____ Operation of systems  
____ Aeromedical factors                 ____ Performance and limitations ____ Principles of flight 
____ Spin awareness                       ____ Night Operations 
Aeronautical Skill 
____ Pre-flight procedures                           ____ Airport operations  
____ Takeoffs, landings, and go-arounds    ____ Performance maneuvers  
____ Ground reference maneuvers             ____ Navigation 
____ Slow flight & stalls                               ____ Emergency operations  

 ____ Post-flight procedures  
 8710-11 or 8710-1 PTS form 
 ____ Obtain and fill out 8710 form  with instructors recommendation.  

    
___ Instructor provides logbook endorsement for practical test. 

Private  Pilot endorsement to take the practical test 
I certify that (First name, MI, Last name) has received the required training of §§ 61.105, 61.107 and 
met the experience requirements of 61.109. I have determined that he/she is prepared for the 
(category and class) practical test. 
 J. J. Jones, 12-25-2004 J. J. Jones 610610CFI 12-06 

 
____ Instructor fills out Form 8710-1 or 8710-11 properly for checkride. 
____ Student and instructor assemble all required documents for practical test. 
 
Completion Standards: 
Student has met all requirements and has all documentation to take the practical test with an examiner.  
 
Assignment for this Lesson: 
Fly solo or with your instructor to perfect all maneuvers within tolerance for flight portion of practical test. 
Obtain Form 8710-1 or 8710-11 
 
Lesson Results: 
Date of completion ________________ Instructor Signature/ID ___________________ 
 
Student Signature ______________________ Time flown ___________________________ 
 
Instructor remarks: 
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Sport to Private additional/different requirements checklist 
 
Following is a checklist to make sure the sport pilot has prepared adequately for the different requirements of 
the Private Pilot Certificate: 
 
Eligibility, aeronautical knowledge and aeronautical skill overview 
____ Additional hours training as specified in 61.109 
____ Additional Knowledge test required for private pilot 
____ Longer cross country flight than Sport Pilot 
____ Three hours and 10 takeoffs/landings for night training unless “Night Flying Prohibited” per 61.110  
____ Radio communications 
____ Basic instrument maneuvers 
 
PREFLIGHT PREPERATION 

Certificates and documents 
____ 1(a) private pilot privileges and limitations. 
____ 1(b) medical certificate class and duration 
Airworthiness Requirements 
____ 1(a) required instruments and equipment for day VFR rather than sport pilot privileges 
____ 2(a) Private may uses airworthiness directives which only apply the airplane standard category 

aircraft. This is “safety directives for SLSA and ELSA”. 
Weather 
_____ Specifically adds METAR, TAF, FA plus AWOS, ASOS, and ATIS requirements 
National Airspace 
_____ Class D VFR weather minimums, operating rules, pilot certification, and aircraft requirements 
_____ Class C VFR weather minimums, operating rules, pilot certification, and aircraft requirements  
_____ Class B VFR weather minimums, operating rules, pilot certification, and aircraft requirements  
 ____  Above 10,000 feet (5 miles visibility, clouds 1000 above/below and 1 mile horizontal) 
_____ 12,500 to 14,000 oxygen if more than 30 minutes, above 14,000 pilot, above 15,000 all 
Aeromedical  
____ scuba restriction  

 
AIRPORT OPERATIONS 

Communications 
____ Control tower operations     ____ ATC light signals 
Traffic Patterns 
____ Operations with control towers 

 
BASIC INSTRUMENT MANEUVERS 
 ____ Straight and level    ____Constant airspeed climbs and descents 
 ____ Turns to headings    ____ Recovery from unusual attitudes 
 ____ Radio communications, navigation systems/facilities, and radar services  
 
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS 

Systems and equipment malfunctions  
____ Greater knowledge basis plus wider range of aircraft systems.  
Emergency equipment and survival gear 
____ Specify more detailed knowledge of equipment and its operation 

 
NIGHT OPERATION  
 ____ Physiological aspects  

____ Lighting systems airports/runways/taxiways/obstructions/pilot controlled 
____ Airplane lighting systems    ____ Personal equipment   ____ Orientation/navigation/chart reading 
____ Safety precautions 
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APPLICANT’S PRACTICAL TEST CHECKLIST:  
 
APPOINTMENT WITH EXAMINER:  
 
EXAMINER’S NAME_____________________________  
 
LOCATION ____________________________________  
 
DATE/TIME ____________________________________  
 
ACCEPTABLE AIRCRAFT  
____ Aircraft Documents: Airworthiness Certificate, Registration Certificate, Operating Limitations and  

Weight & Balance  
____ Aircraft Maintenance Records 
____ Logbook Record of Inspections 
____ Airworthiness Directives/Safety Directives  
____ Pilot’s Operating Handbook or FAA-Approved Flight Manual or  

Manufacturer’s Operating Instructions  
 
PERSONAL EQUIPMENT  
____ Current Aeronautical Charts for home area and location of practical test if different  
____ Flight Log Sheets for cross country flight planning and flight   
____ Current Airport Facilities Directory (AFD) and appropriate publications 
____ Flight computer and plotter to plan a cross-country flight 
____ Current FAR/AIM book tabbed to applicable areas. 
____ Sport Pilot Checkride book (for LSA questions). 
 
 
PERSONAL RECORDS  
____ Identification—Photo/Signature ID (drivers license or government ID)  
____ Current Pilot Certificates with solo and cross-country endorsements 
____ Medical Certificate and  Driver’s License (or government issue picture ID) 
____ Completed FAA Form 8710-11 or 8710-1 with instructor’s recommendation  
____ Airman Knowledge Test Report  
____ Logbook with required time logged per 61.109 
____ Instructor's Endorsements in logbook  
____ Examiner's Fee (if applicable) 
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ASEL Sport to Private additional/different PTS requirements comparison reference 
 
I. PREFLIGHT PREPERATION 

A. Certificates and documents 
1(a) private pilot privileges and limitations. 
1(b) medical certificate class and duration rather than “medical eligibility” 

B. Airworthiness Requirements 
1(a) required instruments and equipment for day VFR rather than sport pilot privileges 
2(a) Private uses airworthiness directives which only apply the airplane standard category aircraft. 

Must assume this means “safety directives for SLSA and ELSA”. 
C. Weather 

Sport Pilot is generic for weather services but private lists all the Surface analysis chart, winds 
aloft, significant weather prognostic charts, convective outlook, METAR, TAF, FA plus AWOS, 
ASOS, and ATIS 

D. Cross country flight planning 
Adds this to the checkride “explaining a pre-planned VFR cross- country flight, as previously 
assigned by the examiner. On the day of the practical test, the final flight plan shall be to the first 
fuel stop, based on maximum allowable passengers, baggage, and/or cargo loads using real-time 
weather.” 
Otherwise the same 

E. National Airspace 
Specifically adds Basic VFR weather minimums, operating rules, pilot certification, and aircraft 
equipment for each airspace B, C, D. 

F. Operations of systems  
Private adds “10. Environmental.11. Deicing and anti-icing.” 

G. Aeromedical  
Private added scuba because above 10,000 but did not include hypothermia maybe because of 
heating systems in most Standard category 

J. Performance and Limitations  
Tasks listed are different but mean about the same thing 

K. Principles of Flight  
Private pilot does not have “K. Principles of Flight” probably because this is covered in the private 
knowledge test and not in the sport pilot written. 

 
II. PREFLIGHT PROCEDURES (no difference) 
 
III. AIRPORT OPERATIONS 

A. Radio communications 
1. Adds “control towers and ATC light signals” 
4. adds “complies with instructions” from towers 

B. Traffic Patterns 
1. Adds “with control towers” 

C. Airport signs/markings (no difference) 
 
IV. TAKEOFFS, LANDINGS, and GO AROUNDS  

About the same but in general the private specifies specific airspeeds Vy, Vx and requires more 
checklists for the procedures   

 
V. PERFORMANCE MANEUVERS (same) 
 
VI. GROUND REFERENCE MANEUVERS 
 Private has a ceiling of 1000 feet AGL 
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VII. NAVIGATION  
Private adds -  

Navigates by means of pre-computed headings, groundspeeds, and elapsed time. 
Corrects for and records the differences between preflight groundspeed and heading calculations and those 

determined en-route. 
Arrives at the en route checkpoints within five (5) minutes of the initial or revised ETA and provides a 

destination estimate. 
 
 
VIII. SLOW FLIGHT/STALLS  

Private minimum altitude is 1500 AGL not Sport Pilot 1000 AGL 
 
BASIC INSTRUMENT MANEUVERS Private Pilot adds complete section 
This is a big section which includes a number of flight tasks, plus radio and navigation 
communications  
 
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS 

a. Emergency Approach and Landing (private adds use a checklist) 
 
B. Systems and equipment malfunctions  

Private specifically drops ballistic parachute system which should be added for any private pilot  
C. EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT AND SURVIVAL GEAR 

Sport pilot specifies specific areas such as desert, water, mountain, end extreme temperature 
changes  

 
NIGHT OPERATION Private Pilot adds complete section 
 
POSTFLIGHT PROCEDURES (same) 
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Notes: 
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